
68 CHAPTER 3

Reviewing Places & Terms

A. Briefly explain the importance of each of the following.
1. weather 6. greenhouse effect

2. climate 7. ecosystem 

3. precipitaton 8. biome

4. convection 9. rain forest

5. El Niño 10. savanna

B. Answer the questions about vocabulary in complete sentences.
11. In what type of situation would it be more important to know

about weather instead of climate?

12. How are climate and weather related?

13. Which of the above terms deal with types of vegetation?

14. What role does convection play in precipitation?

15. Which of the above terms deals with increases in average global

temperature?

16. Which of the above terms has to do with dramatic changes in

Pacific Ocean water temperature?

17. What is the relative location of rain forests? 

18. What does savanna have in common with steppe and prairie?

19. Which of the above terms could be affected by the greenhouse

effect? 

20. What is the relationship between an ecosystem and a biome?

Main Ideas

Seasons and Weather (pp. 49-53)
1. What causes the changing seasons on earth?

2. What are the major factors that cause weather?

3. What are the different types of precipitation?

Climate (pp. 54-58)
4. What are four factors that influence climate? 

5. How do ocean currents affect climate?

6. What might be some causes of global warming? 

World Climate Regions (pp. 59-64)
7. What general information about climate is included in a description

of a climate region? 

8. What are the five basic climate regions? 

Soils and Vegetation (pp. 65-67)
9. How does climate affect soil?

10. How are forestlands defined?

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION

• Climate is the atmospheric condition

over a long period of time.

• Climate is affected by wind and

ocean currents, latitude, elevation,

and topography.

• Global climate changes include El

Niño and the greenhouse effect.

• Soil characteristics include texture,

depth, and humus content.

• Soil and climate are major influences

on vegetation regions.

• Vegetation patterns are based

on ecosystems.

• There are five basic climate regions:

tropical, dry, mid-latitude, high

latitude, and highland.

• The two most significant factors

in climate are temperature and

precipitation.

• Seasons occur because of the earth’s

revolution and tilt.

• Weather is the condition of the

atmosphere on a daily basis.

• Weather extremes disrupt normal

patterns of living.
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Critical Thinking

Geographic Skills: Interpreting Graphs
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1. Using Your Notes
Use your completed chart to answer these questions.

a. How are seasons, weather, and climate connected

to each other?

b. How would knowing about the climate of a region

help you determine the vegetation of the region? 

2. Geographic Themes
a. REGION Why are there few subarctic climate zones

in the Southern Hemisphere?

b. LOCATION How does location affect climate?

3. Identifying Themes 
How might the climate of an area be affected by global

warming? Which of the five themes apply to this situation?

4. Drawing Conclusions
What is incorrect about defining a desert by landforms

such as sand dunes?

5. Making Inferences 
Why is a hurricane such a deadly storm?

Seasons & Weather 

Climate 

World Climates

Soils & Vegetation

Use the links at classzone.com to do research about

global warming. Choose one of the nine regions in this

textbook. Focus on determining the effects of global

warming on the region, especially on coastal areas. 

Creating a Multimedia Presentation Combine charts,

maps, or other visual images in an electronic presentation

showing how the earth will be affected by global

warming. 
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Temperature Variations
Use the graph to answer the following

questions. 

1. MOVEMENT Which decade (10-year

span) had the highest temperatures?

2. MOVEMENT In approximately which year

did temperatures begin to consistently

rise above the average?

3. HUMAN–ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION
What impact might the greenhouse effect

have on the temperature changes?

Using straws, devise a three-dimensional

model to show the information on the

graph. Be sure to provide time frames

and temperature information on your

model.

Additional Test Practice,
pp. S1–S37

TEST PRACTICE
CLASSZONE .COM

http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
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