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How can a country protect itself from terrorism?
A surprise attack, such as the one on the World Trade Center in New York 
City, is just one way terrorists attempt to intimidate governments and civilian
populations to further their objectives. 

Today, the United States
and Canada face the
issues previewed here. 
As you read Chapters 5,
6, and 7, you will learn
helpful background 
information. You will
study the issues them-
selves in Chapter 8.

In a small group,
answer the questions
below. Then have a class
discussion of your
answers.

Exploring the Issues
1. terrorism Consider

news stories that you

have heard about

terrorist groups in other

countries. Make a list of

the countries and the

type of terrorist activity 

in each.

2. urban sprawl Why 

is the ever-expanding

spread, or sprawl, of

cities and suburbs a

problem? What can be

done to improve the

quality of life in these

areas?

3. diverse societies

Search the Internet for

information about diversi-

ty in the United States or

Canada. What strategies

or actions are being

taken to help these many

cultures unify?

Today’s Issues
in the United States
and Canada

terrorism

For more on these issues in the
United States and Canada . . .
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The United States and Canada 101

How can urban sprawl be controlled?
Urban communities, such as Las Vegas shown here, are trying to solve
problems caused by urban areas spreading farther and farther out. 

How can many cultures form a unified nation?
The diverse population of the United States is reflected in this group of California
students. How to bring many cultures together as one nation is a continuing
challenge for the United States, and for Canada, as well.

urban sprawl

diverse societies
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