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Reviewing Places & Terms

A. Briefly explain the importance of each of the following.
1. biodiversity 5. oligarchy

2. deforestation 6. junta

3. global warming 7. caudillo

4. debt-for-nature swap 8. land reform

B. Answer the questions about vocabulary in complete sentences.
9. Why is the biodiversity of the rain forest important?

10. What are some examples of the kinds of trees being harvested in

the rain forest?

11. What is one byproduct of slash-and-burn clearing of the rain

forest that is harming the atmosphere?

12. Why is it in the interest of governments to participate in debt-for-

nature swaps?

13. Why is an oligarchy undemocratic?

14. Why is a junta undemocratic?

15. From where does the caudillo gain support?

16. Who benefits from land reform?

17. Is the biodiversity of the region increasing or decreasing?

18. In a debt-for-nature swap, what does the government agree to do?

19. Who loses in a program of land reform?

20. Which of the eight terms listed above represent the negative

impact of colonialism on the politics of the region?

Main Ideas

Rain Forest Resources (pp. 245–248)
1. Why is the rain forest an important global resource?

2. What are some of the reasons the rain forest is being cleared?

3. What is one mission of the grassroots organizations in the rain forest?

Giving Citizens a Voice (pp. 249–251)
4. Who are some democratically elected leaders in the region?

5. What are some of the elements upon which democracy depends?

6. What sorts of reforms are essential to stable democracy in the region?

Case Study: The Income Gap (pp. 252–255)
7. Which groups have argued that the income gap presents a moral

issue?

8. What is the basic economic dilemma confronted by poor people in

Latin America?

9. Why is the income gap a political issue?

10. Do all countries of Latin America have a similar income gap? Explain.

TODAY’S ISSUES IN LATIN AMERICA

Rain Forest Resources
• There are a number of competing

demands on the resources of the rain

forest. 

• Farmers, ranchers, environmentalists,

the timber industry, and pharmaceuti-

cal companies all have their own inter-

ests in the rain forests of the region.

• Intelligent management and develop-

ment of the rain forests depend 

on careful balancing of these 

competing interests.

Giving Citizens a Voice
• After a long struggle to overcome the

legacy of colonialism, most countries

in Latin America are struggling

toward more democratic forms of

government. 

• Political stability and economic

progress often go hand in hand.

Case Study: The Income Gap
• The gap between rich and poor in

Latin America presents a challenging

problem. 

• It is likely that a widening income gap

will undermine political stability in 

the region. 

• For this reason, government, busi-

nesses, and education must all work

together to try to narrow the gap.
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Critical Thinking

Geographic Skills: Interpreting Graphs

Poverty in Latin America
Use the graph to answer the following

questions.

1. REGION In which three countries of Latin

America is the percentage of people

living in poverty the lowest?

2. REGION In which three countries is the

poverty rate highest?

3. PLACE Brazil is the largest country in the

region, in terms of both area and

population. What is its poverty rate?
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SOURCE: Social Panorama of Latin America, 1998

1. Using Your Notes
Use your completed chart to answer these questions.

a. How might the income gap undermine democracy?

b. What effect might the exploitation of rain forest

resources have upon the income gap in the region?

2. Geographic Themes
a. MOVEMENT What effect has the movement of

people had on the rain forest?

b. REGION What are some of the major historical facts

that have hindered the development of democracy

in Latin America?

3. Identifying Themes
How might the use and development of the region’s

resources be connected to the gap between rich and

poor? Which of the five themes apply to this situation?

4. Making Decisions 
If you were a government official in the region, how might

you try to balance competing demands on rain forest

resources?

5. Drawing Conclusions
How might democratic government in the region promote

economic prosperity?
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Causes Effects

Issue 1: Resources

Issue 2: Democracy

Create a poster showing the effects of

poverty and the income gap in one or

more countries in the region. Include

a map, as well as photographs and

diagrams.

Use the links at classzone.com to do research about the

Amazon rain forest. Focus on solutions and strategies to

slow the dwindling of the rain forest.

Creating Multimedia Presentations Combine charts,

maps, or other visual images in an electronic presentation

showing strategies for preserving the rain forest.

Additional Test Practice,
pp. S1–S37

TEST PRACTICE
CLASSZONE .COM

http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
http://www.classzone.com/books/world_geography05/index.cfm
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