World War II writing prompts
Guidelines
You must pick 2 of the 3 writing prompts and write a minimum two-page essay for each writing prompt that you choose.

Each essay will be worth 60 points and will be graded as follows:

- 10 points for a well developed thesis that fully addresses the prompt

- 10 points for writing style (MLA format, grammar, and proof reading)

- 10 points for your works cited and in text citations (your essay must include at least three sources, one of which must be primary; you must have a works cited that you will reference using in-text parenthetical citations as discussed on the MLA Guide)

- 30 points for content (accurate, thorough, and effective use of evidence to prove thesis)

Writing Prompts

1.  The U.S. formally entered WWII on Dec. 8th, 1941.  When did the U.S. really enter the war?  Select an option from the list below (or one of your own) and explain your position.

- When the Senate rejected the Versailles Treaty and returned to a policy of isolationism

- When the policy of Interventionism and Lend-Lease began

- When Roosevelt gave the Four Freedoms speech


- When the Atlantic Charter was signed


- When FDR froze Japanese assets in the U.S. and began trade restrictions


- When the Senate declared war on Japan after Pearl Harbor
2.  Bart Simpson asserts that “War is neither glamorous nor fun. There are no winners; only losers. There are no good wars, with the following exceptions: The American Revolution, World War II, and the Star Wars Trilogy.”  Was WWII a “good war”?  Explain.
3.  Was it acceptable for the U.S. to use the Atomic Bomb?  As you explain your position in depth, be sure you analyze arguments for and against the use of the bomb and discredit the opposing position.
